130.4; 131.6 (t, J CF = 5.9 Hz); 140.6; 140.8; HRMS (APCI): m/z calcd. for [C 14 H 12 F 2 ] + 218.0902, found 218.0899; Mp: 60-63 o C.
4-(1,1-difluoro-2,2-dideuteropropan-2-yl)-1,1'-biphenyl (4a-d 2 )
This compound was prepared according to the above general procedure starting from 2a-d 2 . The product was isolated as a white solid using pentane:dichloromethane, 5:1 as eluent system (16 mg, 74 % yield, containing 87 % deuterium 
2-(2,2-difluoroethyl)naphthalene (4b)
This compound was prepared according to the above general procedure. The product was isolated as white solid using pentane:dichloromethane, 5:1 as 
1-(2,2-difluoroethyl)naphthalene (4c)
This compound was prepared according to the above general procedure. The product was isolated as colorless oil using pentane:dichloromethane, 5:1 as eluent system (17 mg 
1-(2,2-difluoropropyl)-4-phenoxybenzene (4l)
This compound was prepared according to the above general procedure. The product was isolated as colorless oil using pentane: dichloromethane, 5:1 as eluent system (13 mg, 52%). 
4-(1-fluoro-2-iodoethyl)-1,1'-biphenyl (5)
This compound was prepared according to the above general procedure, however PdCl 2 (MeCN) 2 (5 mg, 0.02 mmol, 20 mol %) was used instead of shift is -166.4 ppm). The chloro analog, (2-chloro-1-fluoroethyl)benzene has a significantly different shift value for the CH 2 Cl protons (3.86-3.96 ppm) and for the 19 F shift (-178.4 ppm).
Competitive difluorination
The competitive difluorination reaction was performed under the reaction conditions given in the above general procedure. Thus, iodane reagent 1 (28.0 mg, 0.1 mmol), styrenes 2a (18 mg, 0.1 mmol), 2a-d 2 (18 mg, 0.1 mmol) and AgBF 4 3 (19.4 mg, 0.1 mmol) were mixed in CDCl 3 (0.5 ml). This reaction mixture was stirred at 40 o C for 18 h. According to NMR products 4a and 4a-d 2 were formed (1.3:1 ratio), indicating a weak isotope effect of 1.3.
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